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Public input sought on potential habitat restoration project
near Astoria

Portland, Ore. — The Bonneville Power Administration is seeking public input and
comment on potential environmental impacts from a proposed project to restore a tidal
marsh in Clatsop County, Ore., to benefit salmon and steelhead.

An open house describing the proposed work will be held Jan. 14, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
at the Oregon Department of Forestry in Astoria.

The Wallooskee-Youngs Confluence Restoration Project proposes to modify a levee to
inundate historic wetlands on a 221-acre property at the confluence of the Wallooskee
and Youngs rivers some five miles from the Columbia River. The restoration would
include the creation of a network of tidal channels and the re-establishment of native
vegetation.

The project would enhance rearing and estuary habitat for juvenile salmon and steelhead
as well as provide habitat for wildlife such as deer, elk and river otter.

BPA is considering funding the project to help mitigate for the impacts of the
construction and operation of federal dams on the lower Columbia and Snake rivers,
collectively referred to as the Federal Columbia River Power System. The work is being
done by Astoria Wetlands, an environmental resources company.

After the restoration efforts, Astoria Wetlands would turn the property over to the
Cowlitz Indian Tribe for long-term stewardship. BPA would maintain a conservation
easement to ensure permanent protection of the property’s conservation values.

To understand the potential environmental impacts of this proposal, BPA will prepare an
environmental assessment in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be a cooperating agency in the development of
the assessment in their role as a permitting agency for levee modification and wetland
work.



Wallooskee-Youngs Confluence Restoration Project Open House

Date: 4-7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 14

Where: Nehalem Room, Oregon Department of Forestry, 92219 Highway 202, Astoria,
Ore.

At the meeting, there will be no formal presentation. Instead, members of the public can
review displays and other materials. Representatives from BPA, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the Cowlitz Indian Tribe and Astoria Wetlands will be on hand to answer
questions.

Public comments will be accepted at the meeting.

Additionally, comments will be accepted through Jan. 27 online at
www.bpa.gov/goto/WallooskeeYoungs as well as the following venues:

Mail: Bonneville Power Administration, Public Affairs — DKE, P.O. Box 14428,
Portland, OR 97291-4428

Fax: 503-230-4019

Email: comments@bpa.gov
Phone: 800-622-4519 (toll-free)

Please refer to Wallooskee-Youngs Confluence Restoration Project when leaving a
comment.

BPA is a nonprofit federal agency that markets renewable hydropower from federal Columbia Basin dams,
operates three-quarters of high-voltage transmission lines in the Northwest and funds one of the largest
wildlife protection and restoration programs in the world. BPA and its partners have also saved enough
electricity through energy efficiency projects to power four large American cities. For more information,
contact us at 503-230-5131 or visit www.bpa.gov.
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